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Ribbed Dagger (Pupoides hordaceus)

Species Status Statement.
Distribution

The distribution of this snail in Utah is not well known. The only documented Utah occurrences
of ribbed dagger are from Garfield County (Chamberlin and Berry 1930; Chamberlin and Berry
1931; Gregg 1942; Pilsbry 1948).The species is documented from San Miguel County, Colorado
near the Utah border (Pilsbry 1948), but it is unknown whether this species is present in Utah’s
neighboring San Juan County (Oliver and Bosworth 1999). Ribbed dagger is also documented
from Arizona’s Apache, Navajo, and Coconino counties, which all adjoin Utah (Pilsbry 1948).
These occurrences suggest the species could possibly be present in San Juan and Kane
counties in Utah.

Table 1. Utah counties historically occupied by this species. There are no recent observations to
verify the presence of this species in these counties.

Ribbed Dagger
GARFIELD

Abundance and Trends

Abundance information is not available for this species, and no live specimen collections have
been documented (Oliver and Bosworth 1999).

Statement of Habitat Needs and Threats to the Species.
Habitat Needs

Habitat descriptions and needs for this species are currently unknown (Oliver and Bosworth
1999).

Threats to the Species

Since little is known about the distribution and habitat needs for this species, threats have not
been identified for ribbed dagger (Oliver and Bosworth 1999).

Table 2. Summary of a Utah threat assessment and prioritization completed in 2014. This
assessment applies to the species’ entire distribution within Utah. For species that also occur
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elsewhere, this assessment applies only to the portion of their distribution within Utah. The full
threat assessment provides more information including lower-ranked threats, crucial data gaps,
methods, and definitions (UDWR 2015; Salafsky et al. 2008).

Ribbed Dagger
No Identified Threats - Data Gaps Only

Rationale for Designation.

Little is known about the distribution, population status, habitat needs, and threats for ribbed
dagger in Utah, which precludes appropriate conservation actions for this species. In order to
develop an understanding of the distribution and status of this species in Utah, managers need
to conduct occasional surveys, and monitor potential threats. These activities will help prevent
the possibility of Endangered Species Act listing of this species.

Economic Impacts of Sensitive Species Designation.

Sensitive species designation is intended to facilitate management of this species, which is
required to prevent Endangered Species Act listing and lessen related economic impacts. An
ESA listing of ribbed dagger would have unknown economic impacts for Utah, especially since
there are no recent collections of this species. Designated Sensitive Species with no identified
threats, only data gaps, will be researched until concerns are allayed, or specific threats are
identified for management. Habitat requirements are not known for this species, so specific
habitats cannot be protected at this time.
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